
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 29 October 2013] 

 p5550d-5551a 
Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Helen Morton 

 [1] 

PUBLIC HEALTH SYSTEM — PSYCHIATRISTS 

754. Hon STEPHEN DAWSON to the Minister for Mental Health: 
(1) Can the minister confirm that at a meeting of psychiatrists and the Mental Health Commissioner last 

week, psychiatrists of long standing expressed despair at the lack of resources, staff numbers and 
workloads in the public health system? 

(2) What actions will the minister take to address the concerns raised at the meeting? 

(3) How many psychiatrists worked in the public health system on 1 October 2011, 1 October 2012 and 
1 October 2013? 

(4) How many vacancies currently exist for psychiatrists in the public health system? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The Mental Health Commissioner, Mr Eddie Bartnik, met with approximately 40 Fellows of the Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists on Tuesday, 22 October. The main purpose of the 
meeting was to enable the commissioner to listen to psychiatrists’ concerns and the pressures they are 
experiencing with the acute demands in the system at present. I am advised by the commissioner that 
key issues raised at the meeting included the system’s capacity to meet acute needs, the sustainability of 
clinical roles, and workforce attraction and retention. The meeting was forthright and constructive, and 
arrangements are being made to continue this important dialogue into the future.  

(2) The government has committed an additional $131.4 million over the next four years to meet the 
increased demand for public mental health services. This investment will assist in ensuring that the 
system is able to meet short-term needs while the government’s longer term reform agenda is 
implemented. A key element of this reform agenda is the development of a 10-year mental health 
services plan for Western Australia. The development of a plan was recommended in the 2012 review 
of the admission and referral to, and discharge and transfer practices of, public mental health facilities 
and services in Western Australia by Professor Bryant Stokes, AM, as a means of defining future 
service requirements and ensuring that the future investment is targeted to the areas of greatest need. 
The plan is being developed in close consultation with key sector stakeholders, including clinicians. 
The commission has engaged two senior psychiatrists on staff as a means of ensuring that the plan and 
other key initiatives are informed by clinical perspectives. 

At this point, I would like to draw the member’s attention to the recently published document “2013 
Mental Health Services: In brief”, which is published by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. 
In this report, as in previous “Mental Health Services: In brief” reports, Western Australia continues to 
be significantly disadvantaged in Medicare-subsidised psychiatric services, with a patient rate of 
10.6 per 1 000 head of population compared with a national patient rate of 13.6, and a services rate of 
57.6 per 1 000 head of population compared with the national services rate of 91.6. This is of great 
concern, as it means that WA does not have access to private psychiatry equivalent to that in most other 
states. 

(3)–(4) Providing the information in the time required is not possible and I request that the member place the 
question on notice. The response will require retrieval of data from the corporate human resources data 
warehouse and significant consultation and review by area health services. This parliamentary question 
is further complicated by an internal restructure and realignment of services that occurred over the time 
frame. It also requires estimates of vacancies and potential locum and agency usage to be provided by 
the area health services. That gives the member an understanding of why the information could not be 
provided in the time frame available. 
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